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Introduced by Council President Yarbrough at the request of the Mayor:
RESOLUTION 2014-689-A
A RESOLUTION BY THE CITY OF JACKSONVILLE, FLORIDA RECOMMENDING THAT THE JACKSONVILLE JAGUARS, LLC BE APPROVED AS A RECIPIENT OF FLORIDA SPORTS DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM INCENTIVE FUNDS ASSOCIATED WITH THE EVERBANK FIELD IMPROVEMENTS PROJECT; REQUESTING A NOTICED PUBLIC HEARING IN ACCORDANCE WITH CHAPTER 166, FLORIDA STATUTES AND COUNCIL RULE 3.601; REQUESTING ONE CYCLE EMERGENCY PASSAGE; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.
WHEREAS, the City of Jacksonville (the “City”) is the owner of that certain sports facility currently known as “EverBank Field,” and the City leases EverBank Field to the Jacksonville Jaguars, LLC (“JJL”), for its operation of the Jacksonville Jaguars NFL football team; and
WHEREAS, EverBank Field is located in the jurisdiction of the City of Jacksonville, Florida and is located on property that is owned by the City; and
WHEREAS, EverBank Field has recently undergone a redevelopment project, which included improvements to the north end zone platform, construction of new video boards, installation of a WiFi project, and which within the next year will include new sign structures for naming rights sponsor signs, and certain club space renovations (collectively, the “Project”) with an investment in the aggregate expected to exceed $100,000,000.00; and 
WHEREAS, the Project includes work that commenced after January 1, 2013; and
WHEREAS, EverBank Field is one of Jacksonville’s most important economic development assets; and
WHEREAS, the Project will make the City’s National Football League stadium a world-class facility and enhance the fan experience for those who cheer on the Jacksonville Jaguars and come here for the Florida-Georgia game, Taxslayer.com Bowl and other major events; and

WHEREAS, the proposed enhancements will put EverBank Field in a position to attract additional major events to Jacksonville and will help revitalize Downtown; and

WHEREAS, EverBank Field and the Project serve a public purpose; and
WHEREAS, the City supports the Project and continued investment in EverBank Field; now therefore
BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville: 

Section 1.

Support of Application for State Funds.  The City, after public hearing, hereby expresses its support of an application for State funds pursuant to Florida Statute 288.11625, and hereby recommends JJL be approved to receive Florida Sports Development Program incentive funds pursuant to the requirements of s. 288.11625 and that the Project services a public purpose.
Section 2.  
Public Hearing Required. As required by Section 288.11625(5)(a)(4), Florida Statutes, a public hearing is required in connection with this Resolution, in accordance with Chapter 166, Florida Statutes and Council Rule 3.601.  The public hearing is requested to be held at Council on October 28, 2014, and Council Legislative Services is requested to notice a public hearing for that day.
Section 3.  
Requesting One Cycle Emergency Passage Pursuant to Council Rule 4.901 Emergency. One cycle emergency passage of this legislation is requested. The nature of the emergency is that the application deadline for state funding is November 1, 2014. 
Section 4.

Effective Date.  This resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

/s/John C. Sawyer, Jr.


Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By: 
John C. Sawyer, Jr.
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